June 26, 2022 - 10:30 AM
Proper 8
Gathering
Words of Greeting and Life of the Church
L: Blessings to you, servants of God.
P: We lift up our hands and bless the Lord!
L: This is the day that the Lord has made;
P: Let us rejoice and be glad in it!
Prelude

Dr. Craig Ralston

(Please Stand)
Call to Worship
L: Jesus calls to the crowds with warnings.

P:

L:

Jesus calls to the converts to follow him.
Jesus calls to the resisters with parables of rejection.
Jesus calls to you: “Proclaim the kingdom of God.”
And the people answer:
Thanks be to God
for life and health and all goodness.

Let us worship God!

(Please Remain Standing)
Opening Hymn #83

Be Thou My Vision

(Please Be Seated)
Call to Confession
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SLANE

Unison Prayer of Confession
Merciful God,
we confess that we desire what is not your will.
We fear failure
and cling to unquestioned habits.
We are truly sorry and repent
of what we have done
and what we have not done.
Show us the path of your prophetic way.
Open our eyes to new ventures.
Help us love our neighbors as ourselves.
Forgive us and renew us,
in the name of life abundant,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
(Silent Confession)
L: Amen.
(Please Stand)
Gloria Patri, Hymn #670

GLORIA PATRI (GRETOREX)

Declaration of Pardon
Passing of the Peace
(Please Be Seated)
Call to Offering
Offertory

Who Will Be a Witness?
Kirby Shaw
One Sound
(Dr. Craig Ralston, Ryan Gastonguay, Eddie Roush, Robin Berry, Emily Lawhead, and
Leah Morales)

(Please Stand)
Doxology, Hymn # 668

OLD HUNDREDTH

Prayer of Thanksgiving/Dedication
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The Word
Reading of Scripture
1
2

Psalm 16

Protect me, O God, for in you I take refuge.
I say to the LORD, “You are my Lord;
I have no good apart from you.”

3

As for the holy ones in the land, they are the noble ones
in whom is all my delight.

4

Those who choose another god multiply their sorrows;
their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out
or take their names upon my lips.

5

The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup;
you hold my lot.
6
The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places;
I have a goodly heritage.
7

I bless the LORD, who gives me counsel;
in the night also my heart instructs me.
8
I keep the LORD always before me;
because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved.
9

Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices;
my body also rests secure.
10
For you do not give me up to Sheol
or let your faithful one see the Pit.
11

You show me the path of life.
In your presence there is fullness of joy;
in your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

L:
P:

The Word of our Lord.
Thanks be to God!

(Please Remain Seated)
Response, Hymn #45

Psalm 42
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O WALY WALY

Prayer for Illumination
Reading of Scripture

Luke 9:51-62

51

When the days drew near for him to be taken up, he set his face to go to
Jerusalem. 52 And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a
village of the Samaritans to prepare for his arrival, 53 but they did not receive him
because his face was set toward Jerusalem. 54 When his disciples James and John
saw this, they said, “Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from
heaven and consume them?” 55 But he turned and rebuked them. 56 Then they went
on to another village.
57

As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you
wherever you go.” 58 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air
have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 59 To another he said,
“Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” 60 And Jesus
said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but as for you, go and proclaim the
kingdom of God.” 61 Another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but let me first say
farewell to those at my home.” 62 And Jesus said to him, “No one who puts a hand
to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”
L:
P:
Sermon

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
“Good Excuses and Great Adventures”

(Please Stand)
Hymn of the Day #421

The Rev. Dr. Dan Storvick

The Master Hath Come

(Please Remain Standing)
Affirmation of Faith
WE BELIEVE in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
WE BELIEVE in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.
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ASH GROVE

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
WE BELIEVE in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
WE BELIEVE in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
(Please Be Seated)
Prayers of the People, concluded with The Lord’s Prayer in unison:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.
Amen.
Sending
Benediction
Postlude

Dr. Craig Ralston
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Good Excuses & Great Adventures (Luke 9:51-62; Pastor Dan Storvick)
In Luke 9, the experiences of Jesus and his disciples provide us with both good excuses for not
following Him, and the great adventures that take place when we do follow.
Good Excuses for NOT following Jesus
Resentment, Grudges and Bitterness (9:52-53).
“So and so slighted me, hurt my feelings, rejected me, forgot to say hello. People who
call themselves Christians have been awful to me.”
Retaliation for Hurt Feelings; Vengeance (9:54).
“God has disappointed me in the past. So I am going to show Him.”
Refusing Risks, Sacrifice, and Deprivation (9:58).
“I’d rather not be bothered.” It is being overprotective of our time energies, resources . . .
overprotective to the point that we won’t give of ourselves.
Rituals, Distractions, and Daily Life (9:60).
“My plate is too full–my calendar just won’t allow it. I’m already doing a bunch of
things; I’m too busy.”
Relations, Family Ties and Relationships (9:61-62).
“I’ve just got too much to do, what with my kids. And besides, I’ve got to teach them
soccer, football, dance, baseball, gymnastics, etc.”
At What Cost? We are all pretty good at making excuses for faithless disobedience to our
Lord. Have you ever stopped to consider what you miss out on when you do?
On the other hand, actually following Jesus can lead to some . . .
Great Adventures
Living Eternally–Jesus went to Jerusalem to die that we might live (9:51).
I, the Son of Man, came here not to be served but to serve others, and to give my life as a
ransom for many (Matthew 20:28; also John 3:16).
He was going to give his life as a sacrifice that we might live. “What is really important
to you?”
Learning Life’s Lessons– (9:53-59).
He would teach those who followed about how best to relate to others: Don’t waste your
time with nay-sayers. Go for results, not arguments.
If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet as you
leave that house or town (Matthew 10:14)
Leaning on the Lord, rather than on material security; trusting in God to provide, rather than in
one’s own devices (9:58).
Expect challenges and sacrifice along the way. But remember: Living–what is worth
dying for is worth living for.
Leaving–less important things for what matters most. (9:59).
Letting go of things that are unimportant, and claiming those that are (9:60).
“To claim the future, you’ve got to let go of the past.”
Looking–forward, instead of back. (9:62). “Full speed ahead!”
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Flowers today celebrate Jean Risdon's birthday!
Assisting in Worship:
Liturgist: Sheri Simpson
Ushers: Beth Wingate, Sharon Tootle, Sandy Stamper, Jean Risdon
Larry & Shirley Culver, Mike Vest & Lolly Platt
Greeter and Coffee Fellowship Coordinator: Karen Thorstad
Mountain Reformed Church
Mailing address: 1925 Timber Point West, Prescott, AZ 86303
www.mountainreformed.org
Welcome to Mountain Reformed Church!
We are so grateful that you have chosen to worship with us today! The vision of our
church is to provide an open door to relationship with God for all through worship,
teaching God’s Word, and by celebrating with music and the arts. Our mission is simple:
All Glory to God! Our church is independent and non-denominational, with a theology
based in the reformed way of being Christian. Please see our website at
www.mountainreformed.org for more information about our church.
Pastor on Call
The Rev. Dr. Dan Storvick will be the Pastor on Call June 8 through June 30. If you
would like to get in touch, feel free to email dastorvick@gmail.com or call 928-7100835.
MRC Name Badges
If you would like an MRC name badge, please send your name as it should appear to
Mary Bricker: marybricker18@gmail.com and she will have one made.
MRC Bulletin and Weekly Email
Would you like to place an announcement in the Sunday bulletin or “This Week at
Mountain Reformed Church” email? Please send your info to Emily Lawhead at
ejlawhead@gmail.com. The deadline is Monday evening of each week for the coming
weekend, but we always appreciate as much notice as possible.
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COVID-19 Precautions
Mountain Reformed Church seeks to provide in-person worship while maintaining
appropriate safety guidelines. If you are experiencing fever or symptoms, please stay at
home.
Prayer Ministry and Prayer Chain
Prayer cards are now available at the usher’s table. If you would like to be a part of our
prayer ministry and prayer chain, please indicate this on your welcome card. Lyndi
Peacock coordinates this ministry, and she will send prayer requests to you by email:
lyndi@milehighlending.com. You can also call or text Lyndi at 928-899-2085.
Prayer Shawl Ministry
Prayer shawls serve as a tangible reminder of God’s love for those who are walking
through difficult times. A prayer shawl can bring great comfort! Shawls can also be given
in celebration of milestones such as graduations, weddings, and new babies. Our shawls
are lovingly created by Sharon Tom, Barbara Poland, Sheri Simpson, and Debra Ochoa.
Please let us know if you have someone who needs a prayer shawl! Recipients do not
have to be local. Anyone with a love for knitting or crochet is welcome to participate in
this ministry as well. Please email Sharon: sharonctom@yahoo.com.
Card Ministry
Cards for encouragement, celebration, sympathy, get well, birthdays, and more can be
mailed out via our Card Ministry. Sheri Simpson, Carolyn Peterson, Lyndi Peacock, and
Beth Wingate are coordinating this ministry and can always use donations of cards and
stamps. Please let us know if you have someone whose day would be brightened by
receiving a card from Mountain Reformed Church! Please email Sheri:
charlieandsheri@gmail.com.
Volunteers Needed
We need volunteers in several areas to help facilitate worship. If you would like to help,
please let us know! We need Ushers, Liturgists, Coffee Fellowship Helpers, Setup
Assistants, Sound Technicians, and Camera Operators.
Flowers
Sheri Simpson coordinates our Flower Ministry. If you would like to commemorate a
special occasion by providing flowers, please ask an usher to guide you to the flower
sign-up chart.
6/19/2022 Worship Attendance: 65
Bank Balances as of 6/21/2022: $12,108
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