October 30, 2022 - 10:30 AM
Proper 26 / Reformation Sunday
Gathering
Words of Greeting and Life of the Church
L: Blessings to you, servants of God.
P: We lift up our hands and bless the Lord!
L: This is the day that the Lord has made;
P: Let us rejoice and be glad in it!
Prelude

This Is My Father’s World
Dr. Craig Ralston

(Please stand as you are able)
Call to Worship
L: We have gathered today in search of reformation.
P: We want to reform ourselves, our church,
and our society.
L: We stand fearless at the edge of change.
P: For God is in the midst of us and we
shall not be moved.
L: Be still, and know that God is God.
P: God is our rock and our redeemer.
L: Let us worship God!
(Please remain standing)
Opening Hymn #656

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God

(Please be seated)
Call to Confession
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arr. Jenifer Cook

Ps. 46:2
Ps. 46:5
Ps. 46:10
Ps. 19:14

EIN’ FESTE BURG

Unison Prayer of Confession
Loving God,
you promise that all who faithfully confess to you
will be forgiven and preserved from trouble.
Trusting in your mercy,
we acknowledge the harm that we have done,
and the good we have failed to do.
Forgive us, we pray;
guide us in your truth, and teach us the way to go,
that we may love and serve you well.
In the name of Jesus we pray.

Ps. 32:6-8

(Silent Confession)
L: Amen.
(Please stand as you are able)
Gloria Patri, Hymn #670

GLORIA PATRI (GRETOREX)

Declaration of Pardon
Passing of the Peace
(Please be seated)
Anthem

Here I Am, Lord
Lyndi Peacock, flute

arr. Craig Courtney

Invitation to the Offering
Offertory

Let Me Hide Myself in Thee
Mary Bowers

(Please stand as you are able)
Doxology, Hymn #668

arr. Craig Courtney

OLD HUNDREDTH

Prayer of Thanksgiving/Dedication
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The Word
Reading of Scripture

Romans 3:19-28

19

Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the
law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to
God. 20 Therefore no one will be declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of
the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of our sin.
21

But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law,
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of
God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no
distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by
faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he
had passed over former sins. 26 It was to show his righteousness at the present time,
so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
27

Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a
law of works? No, but by the law of faith. 28 For we hold that one is justified by
faith apart from works of the law.
L:
P:

The Word of our Lord.
Thanks be to God!

(Please remain seated)
Response, Hymn #598

Find Us Faithful

FIND US FAITHFUL

Prayer for Illumination
Reading of Scripture

John 8:31-36

31

So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you
are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you
free.” 33 They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been
enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?”
34

Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a
slave to sin. 35 The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains
forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.
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L:
P:

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

“I’m Gonna Get It Right!”
The Rev. Dr. Dan Storvick

(Please stand as you are able)
Hymn of the Day #104
Amazing Grace! How Sweet the Sound
(Please remain standing)
Affirmation of Faith
WE BELIEVE in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
WE BELIEVE in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
WE BELIEVE in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
WE BELIEVE in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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NEW BRITAIN

(Please be seated)
Prayers of the People, concluded with The Lord’s Prayer in unison:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.
Amen.
Sending
Benediction
Postlude

A Mighty Fortress
Dr. Craig Ralston

arr. Joel Raney

Assisting in Worship:
Liturgist: Sharon Tootle
Ushers: Beth Wingate, Sharon Tootle, Sandy Stamper, Jean Risdon
Larry & Shirley Culver, Mike Vest & Lolly Platt
Greeter and Coffee Fellowship Coordinator: Karen Thorstad
Mountain Reformed Church
Mailing address: 1925 Timber Point West, Prescott, AZ 86303
www.mountainreformed.org
Tom Ruloff, President: truloff@yahoo.com; 810-459-8091
Sharon Tom, Vice President: sharonctom@yahoo.com; 415-722-9789
Linda Hoover, Treasurer: linda@lindahooveraccounting.com; 928-499-0409
Larry Culver, Director at Large: lgculverpc@gmail.com; 623-229-6137
Ryan Gastonguay, Director at Large/Minister of Music: ryan@mountainreformed.org; 928-277-6428

Flowers today are to the glory of God.
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I'm Gonna' Get It Right!
John 8:31-36 and Romans 3:19-28
Reformation Sunday, October 30, 2022
Pastor Dan Storvick
Roman Catholic Monk Martin Luther tried to get it right—get right with God.
Do you ever try to “get it right?” If you do, what is your strategy?
The quest for survival and longevity have given way to the quest for ______________.
We may live longer, but not ____________
The vast majority of people say they are looking for meaning in life. (G. Gallup, Jr.)
We seek ways to satisfy “the profound needs and hungers of the human soul.” (D. Willard)
Ways of finding meaning range from the sublime to the ridiculous:
Meaning comes from: purposeful work, love, and courage in the face of difficulty. (V. Frankl)
Being loved, making a difference, attaining security and comfort, and making an impact on the world.
(G. Barna)
Having love in their lives, Being healthy, Having high paying jobs, Looking better, Losing weight and
toning their bodies, Learning new things, Living longer with their families, Being safe, Being comfortable.
Having more pleasure. (R Tompkins)
_________ are the center of the universe.
Which ones apply to you?
ALL of the above can be subsumed under Martin Luther’s quest to get right with God, AKA being
justified/made righteous in His sight.
“Thou hast made us for thyself, O God, and restless shall we be,
until we find our rest in thee" (St. Augustine).
All else flows out of this primary “getting it right with God.” But HOW?
NOT by what YOU __________, but by what GOD has _____________:
“One is justified [made right with God] by faith apart from works of the law” (Romans 8:28).
GRACE is the key: The unmerited _______________of God which ________________ gives up.
Pastor Chuck Swindoll describes four things you can anticipate as you get a firm grasp on grace:
"First, you can expect to gain a greater appreciation for God's gifts to you and others.
"Second, you can expect to spend less time and energy critical of and concerned about others' choices.
"Third, you can expect to become more tolerant and less judgmental.
"Fourth, you can expect to take a giant step toward maturity.”
This is what Jesus was talking about when he said, "If you hold to my teaching, you are really my
disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free." (John 8:31-32)
Free to appreciate God's gifts. Free to accept other's choices. Free to adjust to other's idiosyncracies.
Free to advance in your own maturity as a person.
The bad news is, on your own, you'll never get it right. The really great good news is, on your behalf,
Jesus has already gotten it right for you. All you have to do is claim it by faith.
(meaning, better, you, do, done, love, never)
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Welcome to Mountain Reformed Church!
We are so grateful that you have chosen to worship with us today! The vision of our
church is to provide an open door to relationship with God for all through worship,
teaching God’s Word, and by celebrating with music and the arts. Our mission is simple:
All Glory to God! Our church is independent and non-denominational, with a theology
based in the reformed way of being Christian. Please see our website at
www.mountainreformed.org for more information about our church.
MRC Men’s Breakfast
The men of Mountain Reformed Church will meet for their monthly breakfast tomorrow
morning, October 31. Gather at Zeke's Eatin' Place in the Frontier Shopping Center at
8am for a ghoulishly good time.
MRC Women's Meetup Saturday, November 5th at 1pm
The women of Mountain Reformed Church will be meeting again this coming Saturday!
Our gathering will be held at the home of Sharon Tom this time. We will be enjoying
snacks and fellowship while brainstorming for all of our mission projects. Please contact
Lyndi for further information.
November Benevolence Offering
The need for food is increased greatly during the months of November and December. As
a community of faith, we can be of great help to those who need a helping hand. Our
benevolence offering for the month of November is targeted for the Prescott Community
Cupboard. Please bring stable food items. The following items are in need: canned goods
(meat, chili, stew, roast beef hash, corned beef, corned beef hash, fruit); mac ‘n cheese;
peanut butter; canned soup (not “cream of”); boxed cereals. YES, of course, any financial
assistance would be a great help. Items may be brought to church on November 6th.
Advent Cantata
Our Advent Cantata this year, John Rutter’s Magnificat, will be on Sunday, December 4.
We are now accepting offerings for our music fund to help support this service, with a
goal of raising $6,000 to cover costs and support our valued musicians. Our cantatas are
an important part of our music ministry, and we appreciate your support in making it
happen.
Pastor on Call
The Rev. Dr. Gene Grimm will be the Pastor on Call for the rest of the calendar year. If
you would like to get in touch, feel free to email eugenegrimm@me.com or call 928-9256057.
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MRC Directory
We will be printing the second edition of the MRC directory soon! If you would like to
be included, please fill out a welcome card and leave it with the ushers or email your
name, address, and phone number to Emily at ejlawhead@gmail.com. Please also let
Emily know if there was a typo in the last edition that should be corrected. This is the last
Sunday to add your name before printing!
Facility Fund
We are growing! MRC is now looking for a semi-permanent location and we are creating
a facility fund to support this effort. If you would like to contribute, please write “facility
fund” on your offering envelope.
MRC Bulletin and Weekly Email
Would you like to place an announcement in the Sunday bulletin or “This Week at
Mountain Reformed Church” email? Please send your info to Emily Lawhead at
ejlawhead@gmail.com. The deadline is Monday evening of each week for the coming
weekend, but we always appreciate as much notice as possible.
Prayer Ministry and Prayer Chain
Prayer cards are now available at the usher’s table. If you would like to be a part of our
prayer ministry and prayer chain, please indicate this on your welcome card. Lyndi
Peacock coordinates this ministry, and she will send prayer requests to you by email:
lyndi@milehighlending.com. You can also call or text Lyndi at 928-899-2085.
Flowers
Sheri Simpson coordinates our Flower Ministry. If you would like to commemorate a
special occasion by providing flowers, please ask an usher to guide you to the flower
sign-up chart.
10/23/2022 Worship Attendance: 63
Bank Balances as of 10/25/2022: $29,917

Page 8 of 8

